
Reception Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Think of, say and write simple 
phrases and sentences, 
sometimes using a capital 
letter and full stop. 
 
 

Editing Focus: 
 
-capital letters 
-full stops 

Y1 Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 

Editing Focus: 
 
-capital letters  
-full stops 
 -subject and verb 
 -adjectives (expanded noun 
phrase) 

Y2  Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 
-Write compound sentences 

Editing Focus: 
 
-commas to separate clauses 
-adverbs (not to be used as 
fronted adverbial) 
-precise nouns 
-Expanded noun phrases 

Y3 Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 
-Write compound sentences 
-Write complex sentences 
(Independent Claude & then 
Dependent Clause) Because, 
As 
-Write some complex 
sentences (Dependent Clause 
& then Independent Clause) 
After, Before 

Editing Focus: 
 
-comma to separate clauses 
-adverbs (not fronted 
adverbial) 
-Precise nouns 
-Expanded noun phrases 
-Apostrophes for possession 
and contraction 

Y4 Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 
-Write compound sentences 
-Write complex sentences 
(Independent Claude &then 
Dependent Clause) Because, 
As 
-Write some complex 
sentences (Dependent Clause 
& then Independent Clause) 
After, Before 
 
-Cause and effect 
conjunctions: because, as, 

Editing Focus: 
 
-Commas to separate clauses 
-Nouns/pronouns 
-Precise Nouns 
-Fronted adverbials (single 
adverb – ‘when’ and ‘how) 
-Apostrophe for possession & 
contraction 



even though, so, that, 
although 
-Time reflected conjunctions 
After, before while, when, 
since, until 
(each dependent clause must 
contain a verb) 
 
Conjunction adverbs (for non-
narratives) however, 
furthermore, as a result of 
(These words can be used in 
same way as fronted adverbial 
phrase- also can be used as 
conjunction to separate 
clauses) 
 
Punctuate direct speech 

Y5 
 

Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 
-Write compound sentences 
 
-Write complex sentences 
(Independent Claude &then 
Dependent Clause) Because, 
As 
-Write some complex 
sentences (Dependent Clause 
& then Independent Clause) 
After, Before 
 
Cause and effect conjunctions: 
because, as, even though, so, 
that, although 
Time reflected conjunctions 
After, before while, when, 
since, until 
(each dependent clause must 
contain a verb) 
 
Conjunction adverbs (for non-
narratives) however, 
furthermore, as a result of 
(These words can be used in 
same way as fronted adverbial 
phrase- also can be used as 
conjunction to separate 
clauses) 
 

Editing Focus: 
 
-commas to separate clauses 
-Nouns/pronouns 
-precise nouns 
-fronted adverbial phrases 
(single or several words- 
‘when’ ‘how’ ‘why’ ‘where’) 
-Apostrophe (possession & 
contraction) 



Punctuate direct speech 
 
Punctuate direct speech 
(speech used sparingly) 

Y6 Sentence structure focus: 
 
-Writing a simple sentence 
-Write compound sentences 
-Write complex sentences 
(Independent Claude &then 
Dependent Clause) Because, 
As 
-Write some complex 
sentences (Dependent Clause 
& then Independent Clause) 
After, Before 
 
Conjunction adverbs (for non-
narratives) however, 
furthermore, as a result of 
(These words can be used in 
same way as fronted adverbial 
phrase- also can be used as 
conjunction to separate 
clauses) 
 
Punctuate direct speech 
Write dialogue (convey 
character) 

-commas to separate clauses 
-parenthesis 
-semi-colons/colons between 
independent clauses 
-precise nouns 
-fronted adverbial phrases 
(single or several words- 
when, how, where, why) 
-relative clauses 

 


